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Assiut,  Egypt. 

At  first  glance  it  seems  sheer  folly  to  write 
a  mere  leaflet  on  so  wide  a  subject.  One 
might  as  sanely  hope  to  compress  into  a  few 
pages  the  history  of  the  British  Empire,  as  to 
give  you  within  the  limits  of  one  short  article, 
any  worthy  account  of  the  religions  of  Egypt. 
But  in  this  is  my  encouragement,  that  I  write 
not  for  the  general  public,  but  for  a  Church 
in  America  to  which  Egypt  is  specially  dear. 
This  land  of  my  birth  is  a  land  of  your  adop¬ 
tion.  You  have  adopted  her  as  your  sphere  of 
missionary  effort.  You  have  become  her 
sponsors,  as  it  were,  taking  vows  upon 
yourselves  on  her  behalf,  that  you  _  will 
give  her  an  opportunity  to  know  your 
God  as  her  Father  and  your  Saviour  as  her 
King.  Her  religions,  then,  have  a  special  in¬ 
terest  for  you  that  they  have  not  for  others, 
and  your  object  in  reading  this  leaflet  is  not 
so  much  to  add  to  the  amount  of  your  infor¬ 
mation,  historical  or  otherwise,  as  to  reach  a 
more  sympathetic  understanding  of  the  work 
you  have  undertaken,  and  a  fairer  estimate  of 
the  powers  against  which  you  contend. 

Now,  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  minimizing 
the  strength  of  a  foe.  We  may  as  well  ac¬ 
knowledge  at  the  outset,  that  the  enterprise 
on  which  we  are  launched  is  one  of  such 
vast  dimensions,  that  to  human  vision  we  are 
fools  to  attempt  it.  But  while  we  frankly 
make  this  admission,  we  resolutely  affirm  that 
our  enterprise  is  of  possible  achievement  be¬ 
cause  the  God  of  marvels  is  with  us,  and  we 
look  forward  undaunted  to  a  day,  when  at  the 
name  of  Jesus  every  knee  shall  bow,  and 
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Egypt’s  millions  shall  yield  their  allegiance 
to  Him  whom  they  now  reject. 

“The  Religions  of  Egypt,’’  is  our  titie.  But 
in  a  very  real  sense  Egypt  as  a  country,  has 
but  one  religion. 

If  I  ask  you  what  is  the  religion  of  the 
United  States,  you  answer  without  hesitation, 
Christianity.  There  are  Mormons  in  the 
States;  there  are  Zionists;  there  are  millions 
who  do  not  acknowledge  the  lordship  of 
Christ,  attend  no  church,  read  no  sacred  book, 
and  either  laugh  at  our  religion  or  carelessly 
disregard  it.  And  yet  your  answer  is  correct 
and  fair,  an  answer  that  none  but  a  quibbler 
would  seek  to  challenge.  The  land  as  a  land 
is  under  the  sway  of  the  Christian  faith.  The 
atmosphere,  political  and  social,  has  been  per¬ 
meated,  though  imperfectly,  by  Christian 
ideals.  The  laws  of  the  land  are  Christian 
jlaws.  Public  institutions  are  founded  on 
Christian  principles.  Public  opinion  is 
strongly  biased  by  Christian  views  of  life 
and  duty;  and  three  fifths  of  the  inhabitants 
are  members  of  Christian  churches. 

In  still  greater  measure  is  it  true  of  Egypt 
that  it  is  a  land  of  one  religion.  But  that  re¬ 
ligion  is  Islam.  Moslem  laws,  Moslem  opin¬ 
ions,  Moslem  customs  and  Moslem  institutions, 
rule  the  life  and  thought  of  the  nation,  and 
their  influence,  corrupting,  degrading,  deaden¬ 
ing,  has  penetrated  the  Church  of  Christ  it¬ 
self.  Ninety-two  per  cent  of  the  entire  popu¬ 
lation  of  Egypt,  are  born  into  this  baleful  re¬ 
ligion  of  Mohammedanism. 

But  why  “baleful,’’  do  you  ask?  Why  do 
we  so  characterize  a  religion  that  is  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  the  one  God,  a  religion  which  recog¬ 
nizes  Jesus  as  sinless,  which  emphasizes  the 
necessity  of  prayer  and  alms-giving,  and 
which,  while  exalting  the  claims  of  its  own 
sacred  book,  the  Koran,  yet  asserts  as  also 
of  Divine  Authority,  the  Pentateuch,  the  pro- 
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pliecies,  the  psalms  and  the  gospels.  Surely, 
you  may  argue,  in  such  a  religion  there  is 
much  of  good.  Is  it  possible  that  its  followers 
can  be  in  utter  darkness?  Is  not  the  call  to 
evangelize  Egypt  less  urgent  than  the  call  of 
other  lands?  Are  not  the  needs  of  heathen¬ 
dom  more  pressing;  is  not  its  cry  more  ap¬ 
pealing  to  the  Christian  soul? 

May  God  so  help  me  to  answer  these  ques¬ 
tions  that  you  will  not  be  content  with  the 
reading  of  this  meagre  leaflet,  but  will  enter 
upon  a  patient  study  of  this  religion  which, 
with  its  ingenuous  tissue  of  half-truths  and 
lies,  holds  under  its  thrall  two  hundred  thirty- 
two  millions  of  our  fellow-men, 

Let  us  take  up  one  by  one  these  points  on 
which  Mohammedism  would  seem  to  the  cas¬ 
ual  observer  to  resemble  Christianity,  and  in 
the  first  place  consider  this  religion  as  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  the  One  God. 

“There  is  no  God  but  God,  and  Mohammed 
is  the  apostle  of  God,”— so  runs  its  simple 
creed,  a  creed  so  potent  that,  murmured  by 
dying  lips,  it  will  wipe  out  of  the  account  all 
the  sins,  repented  of  or  not,  of  the  vilest  wretch 
that  ever  breathed.  No  God  but  “Allah.”  In 
all  Arabic-speaking  countries  Moslems  and 
Christians  use  the  same  name  for  God.  To 
both  He  is  Allah.  To  both  He  is  the  Great, 
the  Compassionate,  the  Merciful.  At  first, 
these  words  on  Moslem  lips  confuse  you.  You 
take  for  granted  that  they  mean  to  the  Mos¬ 
lem  what  they  mean  to  you.  The  sentiments 
he  expresses  are  beautiful.  They  seem  to 
breathe  a  piety  in  which  you  have  often  to 
confess  yourself  sadly  lacking.  They  strike 
an  answering  chord  in  your  heart,  and  when 
you  see  that  he  can  “answer  well,”  you  are 
ready  to  say  as  Christ  said  to  the  scribe, 
“Thou  art  not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  heav¬ 
en.” 

But  delay  your  judgment  until  you  have 
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observed  this  religion  at  work  and  have  come 
to  understand  its  spirit,  and  the  fact  begins  to 
dawn  upon  you  that  the  Moslem  God  is  not 
the  God  you  worship,  but  another,  who  is  the 
enemy  of  the  cross  of  Christ.  *“Absolute  sov¬ 
ereignty  and  ruthless  omnipotence  are  his 
chief  attributes,  while  his  character  is  imper¬ 
sonal,”  and  his  mercifulness  unholy  and  ca¬ 
pricious.  x“The  exaggeration  of  his  sover¬ 
eignty  ascribes  to  him  acts  which  our  moral 
instincts  repudiate.”  x“The  Christian  truth 
that  God  is  love,  is  to  the  learned  Moslem 
blasphemy,  and  to  the  ignorant  an  enigma.” 
||“In  a  word,  the  Islamic  conception  of  the 
Divine  nature  and  character,  is  almost  the 
exact  opposite  of  that  which  has  been  re¬ 
vealed  to  us  in  Christ.” 

And  what  of  the  Mohammedan  estimate  of 
Jesus?  He  is  sinless — the  Word  of  God.  Sure¬ 
ly  that  is  a  great  admission!  But  press  the 
claim  and  it  crumbles  to  dust  in  your  hand. 
For  He  is  one  of  a  multitude  of  prophets.  It 
is  true  that  of  the  others,  and  not  of  Him,  are 
related  deeds  that  in  ordinary  mortals  would 
be  considered  immoral.  But  the  distinction  is 
of  no  consequence,  for  it  is  impossible  for  a 
prophet  to  sin.  His  acts  are  the  decrees  of 
God,  for  which,  as  a  prophet,  he  is  irrespon¬ 
sible,  and  it  was  merely  the  fate  of  Jesus  that 
God  allotted  to  Him  a  part  in  which  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  evil  had  no  place.  Moreover  the 
death  of  Christ  is  a  delusion,  and  the  cruci¬ 
fixion  a  deception,  carried  out  by  God  to  de¬ 
ceive  the  multitude.  Jesus,  being  the  greatest 
of  the  prophets,  was  rescued  from  His  perse¬ 
cutors,  and  translated  to  heaven.  Thus  the 
heart  of  our  religion  is  declared  a  lie.  It  is 
true  that  from  the  time  of  the  translation  of 

♦“Religions  in  Mission  Lands.” 
x“Egypt  and  the  Christian  Crusade.” 

||“Star  in  the  East,”  Centenary  Number. 
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Jesus  till  the  advent  of  Mohammed,  the  creed 
of  the,  faithful  declared,  “There  is  no  God 
but  God,  and  Jesus  is  the  Word  of  God.’’  But 
ere  600  years  had  passed,  a  greater  than  Je¬ 
sus  was  sent  to  carry  God’s  final  message  to 
man,  on  all  matters  of  faith  and  practice.  Then 
was  the  pure  and  holy  One,  on  Whom  the 
verdict  of  the  ages  is  “We  find  in  Him  no 
fault  at  all,’’  superseded  by  the  last  of  the 
prophets,  the  great  Mohammed,  “a  calm  and 
critical  study  of  whose  life  proves  him  to 
have  been  (in  spite  of  some  sincerity  and 
goodness  in  his  earlier  years)  an  ambitious 
and  sensual  enthusiast,  who  did  not  scruple 
to  break  every  precept  of  the  moral  law  to 
further  his  own  ends.”* 

Of  what  advantage  then  is  Islam’s  “faint 
praise”  of  Christ?  Other  religions  make  no 
mention  of  Him.  This  religion  pretends  to 
give  the  final  word  upon  His  claims,  but  rele¬ 
gates  Him  to  the  second  place,  while  exalting 
one  from  the  standard  of  whose  morality  the 
most  faulty  of  us  would  turn  with  loathings. 
“Of  how  much  sorer  punishment,  suppose  ye, 
shall  he  be  thought  worthy,  who  hath  trodden 
under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath  counted 
the  blood  of  the  covenant  an  unholy  thing,  and 
hath  done  despite  unto  the  Spirit  of  grace?” 

When  we  turn  next  to  Islam’s  admission  in 
regard  to  the  Bible,  we  find  it  also  a  delusion 
and  a  snare.  For  Mohammed  gave  judgment 
upon  books  he  had  never  seen,  and  at  the 
same  time  ventured  to  re-tell  their  stories,  in 
his  own  book  of  final  revelation.  The  result 
can  be  well  imagined.  If  the  Koran  is  true, 
the  Bible  is  false.  But  the  Koran  says  that 
both  are  true.  What  then?  Since  the  Koran 
is  to  be  believed  at  all  costs,  it  is  evident  to 
the  Moslem,  that  our  sacred  books  of  today 
have  been  tampered  with,  almost  beyond  rec¬ 
ognition,  and  the  original  lost.  Shall  we  ap- 
*Egypt  and  Christian  Crusade. 
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peal  to  standard  authorities  to  prove  the  al¬ 
legation  false?  Islam  knows  no  authority  but 
that  of  Mohammed  and  his  companiofis;  no 
standards  but  those  of  the  Koran  and  its  ac¬ 
companying  traditions;  no  history  but  Arabic 
history;  no  learning  but  Arabic  learning,  and 
(one  is  tempted  to  add)  no  logic  or  reason  of 
any  kind  at  all. 

And  it  in  the  matter  of  belief  the  points  of 
likeness  between  Islam  and  Christianity  van¬ 
ish  into  mist  upon  examination,  still  more  is 
this  the  case  when  we  come  to  matters  of 
conduct. 

In  Christianity  prayer  is  spiritual;  in  Islam 
mechanical.  Christ  condemns  sin;  Moham¬ 
med  condones  it.  Christ  speaks  of  forgive¬ 
ness;  Mohammed  of  merit.  Christ  deals  with 
motives  and  principles;  Mohammed  with 
forms  and  ceremonies.  Christ  says,  “Except 
your  righteousness  shall  exceed  the  righteous¬ 
ness  of  the  scribes  and  Pharisees  ye  shall  in 
no  case  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.” 
The  followers  of  Mohammed  do  not  attempt 
to  attain,  much  less  surpass  that  insufficient 
level.  They  lay  up  rewards  for  the  future 
in  four  ways,— by  giving  money  to  beggars; 
by  certain  genuflexions  and  vain  repetitions 
five  times  a  day;  by  observance  of  the  sacred 
month  of  Ramadan,  spending  its  days  in  fast¬ 
ing  and  its  nights  in  revelry;  and  by  a  pil¬ 
grimage  to  the  sacred  shrine  of  Mecca,  the 
home  of  cholera  and  vice. 

The  whole  spirit  of  the  two  religions  is  an¬ 
tagonistic.  As  a  Moslem  teacher  has  ex¬ 
pressed  it,  “Christianity  is  a  narrow  path; 
there  is  room  in  it  for  you  but  not  for  your 
sins.  Now  the  Noble  Faith  of  Islam  is  a  broad 
road;  in  it  there  is  plenty  of  room,  both  for 
you  and  your  sins.”  The  image  is  a  good  one 
and  the  contrast  fair.  Only  on  this  broad  road 
are  no  hurrying  feet,  no  eager  progress  even 
in  the  wrong  direction.  Christianity  is  the 
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religion  of  abun.dant  life,  but  Mohammedanism 
of  stagnation  and  indolent  content.  It  has 
seemed  to  raise  the  savage,  it  is  true,  but  it 
leaves  him  at  a  low  level,  paralyzed  for  all 
time.  It  teaches  him  to  believe  in  one  God,  to 
use  no  images,  and  to  go  through  certain 
forms  of  ceremonial  worship,  sharing  with 
him  at  the  same  time  civilization  of  a  low 
type,  to  which  he  has  been  a  stranger.  But 
the  level  to  which  it  raises  him  is  a  dead 
level  with  no  outlet.  It  is  the  level  to  which 
Mohammed  brought  his  Arab  hordes  nearly 
1300  years  ago,  giving  them  a  primitive  code 
of  laws,  that  sanction  slavery,  polygamy,  lim¬ 
itless  divorce,  and  vice.  That  level  and  those 
laws  are  stereotyped  and  enshrined  in  the  sa¬ 
cred  Koran  and  a  tangled  web  of  worthless 
but  binding  traditions,  to  be  the  Moslem  ideal 
of  earthly  perfection  for  all  generations. 

As  to  the  heavenly  perfection,  what  does  it 
offer?  This,  that  in  the  life  to  come  all  who 
have  used  the  magic  creed  shall  escape  the 
penalty  of  every  crime,  and  receive  for  every 
good  deed  done  in  the  flesh  from  10  to  700 
rewards.  Thus  lavishly  acquitted  and  re¬ 
warded,  these  favorites  of  a  divine  despot  will 
enter  a  sensual  paradise,  (surely  a  very  hell, 
but  without  purifying  fires  of  remorse  and 
pain)  where  undying  and  unlimited  lust  will 
receive  continuous  and  unpalling  satisfaction. 
Verily,  a  “Noble  Faith’’  is  this  Faith  of  Islam! 

But,  thank  God,  there  is  another  religion  in 
Egypt — the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ!  In  the 
earlier  centuries  of  the  Christian  era,  before 
the  Mohammedan  conquest  of  640  A.  D.,  this 
had  become  the  religion  of  the  land.  God 
helping  us,  it  will  so  become  once  more.  But 
how? 

When  your  missionaries  entered  Egypt  half 
a  century  ago,  they  found  a  church  already 
in  the  field— in  it,  but  not  occupying  it.  This 
was  the  ancient  church  of  the  Copts,  the 
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church  of  Clement,  Origen  and.  Athanasius,  the 
brave  martyr  church,  that  in  the  dark  ages 
of  Diocletian  had  shed  its  best  blood  with  loy¬ 
al  and  nnmurmuring  devotion.  Once  including 
in  its  fold  the  entire  nation,  this  church  had 
waned  and  shrunk  untii  it  resembled  its  an¬ 
cient  self  only  as  the  mummy  resembles  the 
living  man.  Its  vitals  preyed  upon  by  here¬ 
sies,  dissensions,  and  worldliness,  it  had  been 
in  no  condition  to  enter  upon  a  long  duel 
•with  Islam.  Contact  with  the  conquerors 
proved  deadly.  Decimated  by  unending  per¬ 
secution,  atrophied  by  a  strange  passion  for 
the  monastic  life,  its  ranks  thinned  more  and 
more  as  the  hardships  of  the  faithful  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  apostate  tempted  the  weak¬ 
er  souls  to  desert  their  despised  faith,  only 
six  hundred  thousand  now  remain  in  a  church 
that  once  numbered  five  or  six  millions. 

In  what  condition  did  the  missionaries  find 
this  Coptic  remnant  of  early  Christianity? 

We  shall  take  our  answer  from  a  letter 
written  in  1876  by  one  who  had  had  twenty 
years  in  which  to  test  his  impressions.  Com¬ 
paring  Moslems  and  Copts,  he  says: 

“In  one  respect  the  missionary  may  class 
them  together,  for  of  each,  alike  it  may  be 
said  (with  a  small  reservation  in  behalf  of  a 
solitary  Copt  here  and  there)  that  being  ignor¬ 
ant  of  God’s  righteousness  and  going  about  to  es¬ 
tablish  their  own  righteousness  they  have  not 
submitted  themselves  to  the  righteousness  of 
God.  The  faith  of  each  is  a  mere  traditional 
belief  and  their  religious  life  in  common  is 
made  up  of  a  daily  routine  of  pietistic  formal¬ 
ities. 

Tlie  Moslems  deny  Christ’s  divinity  and  ig¬ 
nore  the  necessity  of  a  divine  atonement  for 
sin.  The  Copts  have  lost  sight  of  Christ’s 
true  humanity,  and  consequently  their  con¬ 
ceptions  of  the  nature  of  His  atoning  work 
are  dim  and  confused.  .  .  .  Although  they 
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would  shudder  at  the  thought  of  being  regard¬ 
ed  as  Unitarians,  the  oniy  practical  difference 
between  them  and  the  Moslems  is  that  the 
latter  maintain  there  is  no  deity  but  Allah— 
while  the  dogma  of  the  Copts  of  the  present 
day  seems  to  be  this,  ‘There  is  no  deity  but 
Christ,  for  Christ  is  Allah.’  ‘How  can  Christ 
intercede  with  God  and  be  Himself  God?’  ex¬ 
claimed  the  late  Patriarch,  .  .  and  the 

same  retort  has  often  been  made  to  me  by 
abier  theologians  than  he. 

Prayers  and  genuflexions,  fastings,  alms¬ 
giving  and  pilgrimages,  are  trusted  in  by 
Copts  and  Moslems  alike  as  being  of  atoning 
virtue.  Prayer  carries  the  believer  half-way 
to  heaven;  fasting  brings  him  to  the  door; 
almsgiving  procures  him  full  admission!  The 
sacraments  of  the  church  and  the  good  offices 
of  priestly  and  saintly  intercessors  are  regard¬ 
ed  as  sufficient  to  supplement  their  lack  of 
service.” 

To  complete  the  picture  one  must  add 
that,  while  not  adopting  their  conquerors’ 
laws  in  regard  to  polygamy  and  divorce,  they 
treated  woman  as  a  lower  creation  and  rend¬ 
ered  her  such,  that  their  marriage  customs 
were  degrading,  and  their  mourning  customs 
heathenish,  and  that  Islamic  fatalism  had  per¬ 
meated  their  very  life-biood,  lulling  their  en¬ 
ergies,  searing  their  consciences,  and  poison¬ 
ing  their  outlook  on  time  and  eternity. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  the  church,  priest- 
ridden,  superstitious,  ignorant,  and  corrupt, 
that  the  missionaries  found  in  the  field.  What 
was  to  be  their  plan  of  campaign? 

They  rightly  deemed  that  if  drowning  men 
are  to  be  left  to  drown  it  matters  little  wheth¬ 
er  they  sink  in  ten  feet  of  water  or  ten  thous¬ 
and,  within  sight  of  shore  or  in  mid-ocean; 
but  when  a  party  is  planning  their  rescue  the 
difference  becomes  important.  However  low 
the-  Copts  had  fallen  they  were  still  more 
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reachable  than  the  Moslems,  and  men  saved 
in  the  shallows  might  swell  the  band  of  res¬ 
cuers  to  seek  those  drowning  in  the  deeps. 
The  Copts  'with  their  dead  and  mutilated  reli¬ 
gion  made  Christianity  contemptible  to  the 
Moslems,  and  were  a  stumbling  block  in  the 
way  of  their  conversion,  but  might  not  those 
very  people,  regenerated,  elevated  and  in¬ 
spired,  become  God’s  most  effective  instru¬ 
ment  in  the  redemption  of  the  whole  land? 

God  opened  wide  doors  for  work  amongst 
the  Copts  while  for  long  all  other  doors  were 
closed,  and  the  Mission  fearlessly  committed 
itself  to  a  plan  of  campaign  that  Providence 
seemed  to  dictate  and  human  judgment  ap¬ 
prove,  while  at  the  same  time  preserving 
“Egypt  for  Christ’’  as  its  watchword,  and 
availing  itself  of  every  means  in  its  power  of 
more  direct  work  among  Mohammedans. 

Nearly  54  years  have  passed  since  the  first 
American  missionary  settled  in  Cairo,  and 
what  has  been  accomplished?  We  will  take 
our  answer  from  the  report  for  1909-10. 

“The  branches  of  the  American  Mission  ex¬ 
tend  to  every  province  and  nearly  every  dis¬ 
trict  in  Egypt.  .  .  .  The  mission  has  sta¬ 

tions  in  almost  every  city  and  town,  the  im¬ 
portant  strategic  points  of  the  country  . 

In  all  it  occupies  244  cities,  towns  and  villag¬ 
es,  with  400  different  churches,  preaching 
places  and  schools,  in  which  the  Gospel  and 
Christian  light  and  knowledge  are  being  dis¬ 
seminated  from  pulpit  and  desk. 

A  native  Protestant  Church,  well-organized, 
aggressive,  earnest,  is  the  outgrowth  of  the 
Mission’s  work.  It  is  led  by  fifty  native  pas¬ 
tors  and  forty  other  trained  workers.  There 
are  10,  717  communicants;  677  added  by  pro¬ 
fession  in  1909.  About  22,000  people  meet 
every  Sabbath  morning  in  the  churches,  and 
preaching  places  to  hear  God’s  Word  preached. 
A  Protestant  community  of  40,000  communi- 
12 


cants  and  adherents  is  under  the  care  of  the 
native  Synod,  the  Synod  of  the  Nile.  The  re¬ 
ligious  work  of  the  Synod — its  churches,  its 
pastors,  its  poor,  and  its  missionary  'opera¬ 
tions— cost  in  1909,  $58,940,  of  which  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Egypt  paid  $50,155.  Of  its  congrega¬ 
tions  22  are  entirely  self-supporting  and  a 
dozen  others  nearly  so.  It  carries  on  a  for¬ 
eign  Mission  work  in  the  Sudan  where  it  has 
three  missionaries  with  four  stations,  costing 
$1400  per  year.  It  supports  its  own  infirm 
workers,  and  the  needy  families  of  its  deceas¬ 
ed  ministers  and  other  workers.  ...  It 
provides  $375  per  year  for  work  among  Mo¬ 
hammedans  in  Egypt.  It  pays  $586  per  year 
for  the  printing  and  distribution  of  9000  cop¬ 
ies  weekly  of  the  Sabbath  School  leaflet.  It 
supplements  the  income  of  pastoral  day- 
schools  to  the  extent  of  $1,004  per  year.  It 
provides  $143  for  its  Synodical  fund.  And  now 
is  undertaking  the  entire  expense  of  its  home 
mission  work— the  help  of  the  congregations 
and  preaching  places  that  are  not  yet  self- 
supporting,  .  .  .  thus  promising  that  the 

Church  in  Egypt  will  eventually  become  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  Church  in  America  finan¬ 
cially,”  and  that,  we  hope  and  expect,  in  no 
dim  and  distant  future. 

In  regard  to  work  among  the  women  the 
report  is  equally  cheering.  “The  pastors  and 
othei  vmrkers  in  nearly  two  hundred  towns 
and  congregations  are  endeavoring  to  en¬ 
lighten  and  evangelize  the  women  of  Egypt. 
5,132  women  are  members  of  •  the  na¬ 
tive  Protestant  Church,  most  of  whom  can 
read  at  least  the  Scriptures,  and  more  than 
8,000  women  and  girls  attend  the  Sabbath 
morning  services.  Tire  Harem  workers  are 
bringing  comfort  and  joy  to  hundreds  of 
homes  where  thousands  of  women  are  learn¬ 
ing  to  read,  and  are  having  the  Gospel  ex¬ 
plained  to  them.  141  Christian  women  teach- 
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ers  in  42  day  and  boarding  schools  are  teach¬ 
ing  4,899  girls  and  young  women  .  .  and 

training  them  in  Christian  morality  and  Chris¬ 
tian  character.  .>  .  .  The  total  number 

of  women  and  girls  in  Egypt  now  being  an¬ 
nually  taught  in  the  Scriptures  is  not  less 
than  16,000.  May  we  not  expect  untold  re¬ 
sults  in  a  higher  and  better  life  in  the  homes 
and  families  and  lives  of  the  coming  gener¬ 
ations?” 

And  now  let  us  ask  what  results  have  there 
been  in  the  wider  field.  Has  Islam  too  been 
moved?  Let  us  quote  from  the  same  summary 
of  the  year’s  report. 

“To  expect  great  results  among  the  Moham¬ 
medans  in  so  short  a  time  of  the  Mission’s 
active  existence  is  scarcely  reasonable.  To 
tell  all  that  is  being  done  among  them  is 
scarcely  wise.  And  yet  we  believe  that  a  great 
impression  is  being  made  upon  many  of  them, 
by  the  new  view  they  are  having  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  and  by  the  new  vision  that  its  truth 
and  its  hopes  are  placing  before  them.  ‘And  1, 
if  I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  My¬ 
self.’  Many  of  them  are  being  drawn  to 
Christ.  160  have  been  baptized  by  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  native  pastors,  half  of  them  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  ten  years.  3500  Mohammedan 
boys  and  girls  are  annually  in  the 
Protestant  schools.  Several  hundred  Mo¬ 
hammedan  women  are  being  taught  in 
the  harems  the  brighter  hope  of  Christ, 
and  scores  of  Mohammedan  children 
and  young  people  attend  the  Sabbath  Schools. 
Thousands  of  Mohammedan  men  and  women 
attend  the  clinics  and  hospitals,  and  are  ex¬ 
periencing  the  tenderness  and  mercy  enjoined 
by  the  Great  Physician.  Many  are  reading 
the  Christian  Scriptures  (which  are  every  year 
sold  broadcast  over  the  land,  last  year’s  sale 
amounting  to  nearly  59,000  copies  and  por¬ 
tions.)  Many  have  read  them  and  know  them 
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well.  Many  come  to  the  missionaries  and  pas¬ 
tors  for  conversation  and  conference  on  reli¬ 
gious  subjects.  We  have  heard  of  a  few  who 
are  even  keeping  the  Sabbath,  and  each  year 
a  few  are  entering  Christ’s  Church.” 

Do  you  not  think  we  have  every  reason  to 
thank  God  and  take  courage? 

Perhaps  you  have  now  reached  the  practi¬ 
cal  question,  “What  is  our  connection,  my 
connection,  with  this  great  campaign?  What 
shall  I  do? 

Friends,  pray.  If  ever  there  was  a  time  for 
prayer,  surely  it  is  now.  It  is  a  time  of  extra¬ 
ordinary  interest. 

The  Protestant  Church  in  Egypt  is  at  the 
most  critical  point  in  its  history,  beginning  to 
realize  its  latent  possibilities,  fascinated  by 
ideals  of  independence,  visited  by  glimmerings 
of  a  vision  of  the  height  of  its  calling  of  God 
in  Christ  .lesus,  but  finding  its  way  to  its  goal 
through  many  cross  currents  and  amongst 
dangerous  breakers. 

The  Coptic  Church,  moved  to  a  healthful 
envy  by  the  more  vigorous  churches  at  its 
side,  is  here  and  there,  in  one  point  and  an¬ 
other,  attempting,  though  feebly,  to  reform. 
Where  Protestantism  is  strongly  entrenched, 
it  imitates  our  methods,  plants  schools,  holds 
meetings,  even  expounds  the  Word.  In  such 
places  its  cry  is  no  longer,  “Down  with  them. 
Excommunicate  them;  wolves  in  sheep’s  cloth¬ 
ing!”  To  keep  its  hold  on  the  flock  it  is 
forced  to  prophesy  smooth  things.  “We  are 
all  one,”  it  says,  “one  God,  one  Christ,  one 
Book.  Then  believe  as  you  please,  live  as 
you  please,  but  do  not  desert  the  church  of 
your  fathers  and  of  Egypt’s  glorious  past.” 

And  what  of  Islam?  We  find  that  even  here 
there  is  change.  In  spite  of  their  religion 
many  Moslems  are  awake  and  astir.  In  spite 
of  their  religion  many  are  dreaming  of  pro¬ 
gress.  The  secular  education  which  Britain 
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provides  brings  them  every  year  more  in  con¬ 
tact  with  the  intluences  of  the  West — to  what 
issue  who  can  tell?  The  atmosphere,  politi¬ 
cal  and  social,  is  full  of  questionings  and  deep 
unrest.  Is  it  not  time  for  prayer? 

We  have  two  great  needs — faith  and  work¬ 
ers.  Will  you  not  set  yourself  to  pray  for 
both?  Strengthen  our  hands.  Enlarge  our 
ranks.  Uphold  us,  weak  men  and  women  that 
we  are,  in  a  sphere  that  calls  for  greatness. 
With  our  present  forces,  the  positions  already 
occupied  are  more  than  we  can  man,  even 
were  sickness  and  death  to  cease  thinning 
our  ranks.  But  our  ambition  is  to  press  for¬ 
ward,  not  merely  to  conserve  what  is  already 
gained.  We  long  to  be  in  the  van  in  the  strug¬ 
gle  with  Islam.  We  long  to  be  devising  fresh 
ways  and  means  of  labour,  to  be  leading  for¬ 
ward  organized  forces  into  the  new  and  un¬ 
tried.  Let  us  pray  then  and  work,  you  with 
us,  unitedly,  faithfully,  expectantly,  and  the 
future  will  have  glorious  things  to  reveal  to  us. 

*“The  sword  of  Mohammed  and  the  Koran 
are  the  most  snbborn  enemies  of  civilization, 
liberty,  and  truth,  that  the  world  has  yet 
known.”  But  x“the  outlook  everywhere  is 
not  hopele^ps  but  hopeful,  and  the  great  task 
to  which  Christ  calls  His  church  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  twentieth  century  is  the  evangeli¬ 
zation  of  the  Mohammedan  world.” 

*Sir  William  Muir. 
xRev.  S.  'M.  Zwemer,  D.  D. 
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